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Finding Folklore Lesson Plan

Lesson : Finding Folklore

Grade Level: Grade 2-6 (Dependent on depth of project)

Subject: Music, Technology

Time Frame: 1 week – introduction, main lesson, and discussions. Extra week for completion of 
interview project.

Purpose: To use project-based learning to engage students in the community while learning valuable 
lessons about oral history, conversation, and technology. Students will conceive, schedule, conduct, and 
document an interview with a member of their community and create their own oral history artifact.

Unit Synopsis: To empower students with communication and performance skills, understanding of 
technology, and engagement in the community. To teach students the value of music as a tool of social 
justice and understanding.

Stage 1: Desired Results

Essential Questions: This lesson poses several essential questions vital to technology and music.
• How does recorded audio reflect upon or create history?
• How does the Internet empower people’s and communities’ stories?

Curriculum Standards and Learning Outcomes: This lesson embodies Alaskan Cultural Curriculum 
Standards C6 and C1. 

• C1 is embodied by engaging the students with their local community. They are to go out and 
collect written or recorded stories and oral histories from members of their community. The 
mindset is that these are valuable stories that should be part of our worldwide oral tradition. 
This allows students to interact with their community to document and share the variety of 
values, beliefs, practices, and knowledge lived in the community.

• C6 is embodied by ensuring the students practice etiquette in their interview process. They are 
to get permission from their interview candidates to take notes or record along with getting 
permission to post these materials on-line for public access. In addition to this, they are asked to 
be considerate and careful listeners – treating their interview candidate well by asking 
appropriate questions, listening intently, creating a comfortable environment for conversation, 
and asking follow up questions. Since the student’s projects are part of a website, it is incredibly 
important that they represent their interviewee accurately, and treat them with respect.

This lesson meets does not meet academic standards from the National Association for Musical 
Education, which are only related to music history, theory, composition and performance. I believe it is 
a valid music lesson because it teaches use of music technology such as use of digital recorders, on-line 
distribution of audio, and editing of digital audio.

Essential Understanding: The Students need to understand…
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• The value of oral history in sharing and preserving people, history, and their stories.
• The power to create and curate culture using the Internet and other tools.
• That indigenous languages are incredibly valuable, and are highly threatened by our globalized 

world.

Knowledge: The student will learn or need to learn…
• How to use a digital recorder, smart device, or computer to record a quality interview.
• How to post and edit a recorded interview on the Internet.
• The value of oral history by learning about the Yup’ik and the Yup’ik language.
• The value of the Internet for sharing and preserving oral histories.
• How to ask good questions.
• How to conduct themselves in a professional way during an interview.

Skills: Students will be able to...
• Participate in group discussions
• Understand how to select, think about, and approach potential interview candidates
• Communicate clearly and follow social norms when scheduling and performing an in-person 

interview.
• Take accurate notes that represent a person’s words.
• Create a conversation environment that is comfortable and leads to a high quality, informative 

interview.
• Listen intently and ask relative follow-up questions.
• Create accurate documentation of oral history through written language and/or audio 

recordings.
• Use the internet to preserve and share information that is clear and accurate.
• Use digital recorders, smart devices, or computers to make and edit audio recordings.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

GRASPS

G: Students will create a written or recorded documentation of an interview with a member of their 
local community, and present that material on-line (pending permission).

R: The students will brainstorm, schedule, compose questions, conduct, summarize, and produce their 
interviews.

A: The audience for this project and lesson plan is the local community (their interviews will be shared 
with them), and the global community through posting of final projects on the Internet.

S: The student will be challenged to conceive and produce an interview with someone from the local 
community. It is their task to produce a quality interview, and create an accurate representation of local 
oral history.
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P: There are two potential products: A written oral history based on their interview OR a digital 
recording of an interview. Both are expected to be documented on-line, pending permission from 
interviewee and student’s parent/guardians.

S: Success will be determined by if the student met the desired outcomes for the project. 

Rubric: 

• Did the student conduct an interview?

• Did the student take a photo with their interviewee and write a description of their oral 

history and its primary topics for their post on-line?

• Did the student share a copy of their oral history with their interviewee?

• Did the student get permission from their parent/guardian and their interviewee to publish 

the oral history on-line?

• Does the written oral history meet the written page requirement OR does the audio 

recording of the oral history meet the time range of 25 – 30 minutes?

Other Evidence: During the project, the student will participate in the following activities leading up 
to and completing the project…

• Participated in an in class small group discussion brainstorming interview candidates. The 

student submitted a written summary of their potential candidates for interview and thoughts.

• Student contacted their interview candidates and secured a date for an interview. The student 

has received permission by the candidate to be involved in the project.

• Participated in class small group discussion for respectful behavior during an interview.

• Produced a list of warm up questions and open ended questions that are relevant and 

considerate to their selected interviewee.

• Student conducted their interview.

• Student wrote a thank you card for their interviewee.

• Student completed the guidelines for the final version Oral History (see previous rubric).

Self-Assessment: Students will share their work as they go along, discussing ideas, questions, and 
interview candidates and interview conventions (social norms, respectful behavior)

Student will fill out a reflection at the end of their project, discussing their feelings on the project. 
Students will be asked to interact with several of their peers projects. Perhaps a presentation to the 
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community could be schedule where interviewees are invited to meet the class and interact with the 
produced Oral History.

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Where, What,  and How

This lesson mixes on and off site activities. Our goal is to understand the value of Oral History, and 
complete a project to create our own. The students will need some practice interview time, recording 
and note taking practice, and lots of group brainstorming. I feel by using a wide variety of small group 
discussions, partner interactions, and check-ins with the teacher they will be adequately prepared. Lots 
of the learning can be done in the classroom. I feel a relatively open space designed for group work is 
optimal. There will need to be access to technology. I can provide a few resources in such a case.

I will stage the parts of this project over a long time – it will take more than a week to do everything 
getting the students ready and then executing the project.

Engagement

I would love to invite some storytellers into the classroom. I also would like to do a short unit on 
language endangerment; this section focuses on the Yup'ik language (it could be localized to my 
community region), and how an endangered culture has adopted technology to spread and preserve 
their culture. I feel some group discussions and conversations about these ideas will give the students 
an interest in their local community and its valuable oral traditions.

Experiencing and Exploring – Components of the Project-Based Lesson

Overview of Lessons, Activities, Materials, and Resources

See interactive lesson “Finding Folklore” in UAS MAT 2016 Cohort's Alaskan Regional iBook. (title 
pending).

See UAS MAT Filding Folklore Blog for worksheets and lesson overview.

Lessons include group work focused around generating interviewees, generating questions to ask, and 
performing practice interviews in class. Extra lessons will focus on recording and note-taking 
technique, proper interview etiquette, and how to upload and edit audio on-line. Several of the 
documents to assist in this Unit can be found at my UAS MAT Filding Folklore Blog.

http://uasmat.org/student-posts/israelsen-lesson-plan/
http://uasmat.org/student-posts/israelsen-lesson-plan/
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