
 
Middle/High School Standards-Based Lesson Plan 

 
Teacher:__Mischa Jackson______    Date:__________6/26/2016____________  
 
Period:___3 class periods (1: 55 min, 2: 75 min)____    Class:__Alaska History _ 

 
 
Standards addressed: 
 
Alaska SS History A-D;  
Alaska SS Geography E-F;  
Alaska Cultural Curriculum A-D 
 
(for a detailed look at the standards addressed go to the end of the document) 
 
Purpose/Objectives/Outcomes: 
The purpose is to reinforce understanding and learning history from different perspectives and methods.  
Objective is to validate oral histories, importance of cultural values/beliefs and how they are still relevant and 
present in today’s society.  Final product will be a storytelling presentation in front of peers, elders and/or 
elementary/middle school students to teach about the resiliency of Inupiat through history. 
 
The Student will be able to (The Big Picture): 
The student will be able to acknowledge cultural stories as a form of history.  They will utilize visual 
representations and technology to produce a culturally appropriate and respectful final product from the 
perspective of a culture outside their own.  Students will be able to have an understanding of history and 
historical events and their effects on a culture, while also balancing it with an understanding of using values 
for a culture to be resilient through these events in history and into the future. 
 
Essential Questions: 
How are cultural values and histories learned? 
What is the importance of perspectives in history? 
What roles do stories play in a culture and history? 
 

What will engagement look like during this lesson? 

 Partner and group discussion of personal values/histories and cultural values/histories 

 Group discussion on values reflected in pictures, stories, and oral histories. 

 Active research individually on computers, then in small groups. 

 Group Collaboration to produce a creative oral history presentation for peers, elders, and younger 
students. 

 Use of multiple sources, media, styles, to create visual representations for their project. 
  
Assessment of student outcomes: (How will you assess student learning?) 

 Quality of final group presentation – does it successfully incorporate values and historical events in an 
engaging and respectful manner? 

 Student’s personal reflection on individual and group work, including grades/points 



 Short essay on 1) how learning and understanding the values of Inupiaq culture impacts your 
perspective on current issues facing the region; or 2) what cultural values and beliefs do you think will 
be reflected in future oral histories on this generation (2000-present), explain why. 

 Personal research google doc/sheet to complete for group presentation 

 Vocabulary visuals – personal vocabulary notebook check 

 Create a google form quiz that they can take at anytime throughout the lesson that assesses 
knowledge of historical events, values, and language in the region as well as vocabulary that aligns with 
local and state standards. 

 
Materials/Resources: 

 Photos of contemporary and historic Inupiat events/people 

 Post-it notes 

 Research guide 

 Background videos on Inupiat culture 

 Laptop computers and/or reserve computer lab time 

 Whale Snow by Debby Dahl Edwardson 

 Invite Local Elder for Storytelling example of an event and values 

 Audio of oral history in Northern Alaskan region (Inupiaq, Inuit, Yup’ik) 
 
Technology: 

 Students will have a choice to use Google Slides, PowerPoint, or Haiku Deck to create visual 
representations of their story to be played in the background and accessible to students afterward. 

 Students can incorporate videos, voiceovers, or other media to enhance their story, but final product 
will primarily be in the form of an oral history.  Encourage creativity. 

 Create an online quiz as an assessment tool of historical events, language, and values of Arctic region 
(socrative, google forms, kahoot, etc.) 

 
Instructional Strategies, Accommodations, and Student activities: 

 Strategies will include: 
o Individual research, assessments, reflections, and in-class work 
o Partner discussions/share 
o Small group discussions/analysis, research, collaborative work and presentation 
o Whole group activities will be “storytelling day” in front of class and elders (and elementary or 

middle school students if time and collaboration allows), listening to different forms of stories.  
Also a peer review and group discussion building on small group presentations.  Group 
discussions on values and historical/cultural background and stories. 
 

 Accommodations: 
o Flexibility and creativity encouraged for final product allows students to choose part/role they 

are most comfortable with (up front, tech, behind the scenes, etc.) 
o Guided questions for discussion of personal history and values 
o Visual and written vocabulary are valued equally 
o Online quiz assessment could be primarily visual or done in small group needing 

accommodations for guidance 
 

 Student Activities: 
 

Day 1 – Focus on personal history/values, validate cultural history/values 



 
SPARK:  How do we learn history and values?   
With your shoulder partner, spend 1 minute each (per prompt, per student) and respond to the following 
prompts:  1) Give an example of your (or your family’s) history and how did you learn it?  2)  Give an example 
of one of your values/beliefs and how you learned it.  In whole group setting ask if any want to share what 
they learned from their partner. 
 
Move into brief introduction of Inupiat and their values – use value posters and handouts of values from 
Alaska Native Knowledge Network.  Discuss and define any values students might be unclear.  Show them the 
link that has Inupiaq youth’s interpretations of the values that they can access on their own if they are still 
unclear. 
 
Small Group Discussion:  Break students into local groups of 4 (approx.), give students photos (2-4) of Inupiat 
(historical/contemporary) in different situations, see Photo Gallery attachment for unrestricted photos that 
can be used for this activity.  Ask the students to use post-it notes and attach the values that they think are 
represented in each photo.  Each photo should only get 1-2 minutes of discussion/debate.  Try to stretch and 
use every value.  Discuss as a group and then present to the whole group, put photos with post-its up on the 
wall.   
 
Peer review:  Have students walk around and look at the photos and their values, making note of any values 
they think were missed or didn’t think were represented.  Lead whole group discussion on different 
perspectives values – break down into small groups or shoulder partners to engage discussion if necessary.  
Examples of guiding questions:  How were they able to infer these, was it easy or difficult.  Do we use pictures 
to tell or document history?  Role of us as outsiders interpreting these values, do our own bias or background 
knowledge play a role? 
 
Whole Group Active Listening:  Listen to a story from an Inupiaq/Inuit/or Yup’ik elder recording.  Ask students 
to make visual representations after the story as a means to help remember them (or could create a kahoots 
or quiz where teacher has pre-selected visual representations and students try to guess the “right” one – way 
of reinforcing how different perspectives play a role on interpreting and retelling history).  Shoulder share the 
visuals students made.  Have them discuss (1-2 minutes each) then defend/reflect/build (30 seconds) on their 
partner’s comments.  Discussion question:  Does a story need to be written down to be valid? 
 
Whole Group Discussion of Picture Book:  Read aloud ‘Whale Snow’ by Debby Edwardson.  Discuss use of 
visual representation (through pictures and words) to tell story.  Discuss values represented in the story.  Did 
you learn anything about culture or history from this story? 
 
 
Day 2 – Validate Oral History.  Research cultural history. 
 
SPARK:  Invite a local elder in to share an oral history in local culture.  Encourage students to pay attention to 
the context given, how it’s told, how the values are reflected.  Encourage them to ask questions about oral 
histories and storytelling – what makes a good storyteller/historian, what is the value of both in culture, use of 
humor, intended audiences – when and where were these told, how does oral history/story ownership work?  
If time, ask the elder to share an oral history that is grounded in recent local history (ANCSA, boarding schools, 
subsistence rights, changes in town/culture, etc.) to ground students in local place-based knowledge. 
 
Watch short videos that historical and contemporary that gives insight to Inupiat daily life and culture.  This 
can be done as a whole group, small group, or individually before research begins.  Students should look or 



discuss them on as ‘compare and contrast’ – reinforce that the Inupiat culture is still alive and relevant to 
modern society. 
 
Individual/Group Research:  Break students into equal groups of 4-6.  Utilize laptops or computer lab time to 
find information on Inupiat culture, history and the historical events.  Each group will create a shared Google 
doc to include their research on – each research entry should include a link, quote/bullet points/summary of 
important and useful information, and their name.  This google doc will be shared with the teacher to track 
individual and group research and assess understanding. 
 
Group Project:   
 
Goal is to empower youth and create a story (with visual backdrop via google slides/PowerPoint/haiku deck) 
that youth will remember.  Story should be 3-5 minutes approximately.  Students can be creative on how they 
tell the story, utilizing a role for every group member whether it be 1 or numerous storytellers, 1 in charge of 
visuals, sound effects, characters.  Group creates the context in which it would be told, set the class in the 
situation and historical context as well as place/audience/perspective. 
 
Day 3 – Wrap up group work, “Storytelling day”, reflections and assessments. 
 
Finish Group work.  Upload visual to google drive. 
 
“Storytelling” time.  Have students at desk or on floor, in a comfortable to listen with no distractions.  Explain 
this was usually done at Whaling festivals and community events, and sometimes nightly during winter when 
there was darkness and harsh weather.  Explain how valuable this was to their resilience, to teaching youth, 
and uplifting the sense of community.  Each group will introduce the context of their oral history and then will 
have 3-5 minutes for their presentation of it.  Have elders in the audience and/or they can present to 
elementary classroom (or this can be done after – as requirement or any groups that want bonus points, or 
can vote on the best story to go down to elementary school and tell, or all groups can present to lower grades, 
winning group gets to pick their class).  Reinforce the need to practice active listening, paying attention to the 
visual cues because students/groups will be asked to retell each other’s stories – with and without the visual 
cues.  This will encourage groups to keep their oral histories engaging and succinct.   
 
Assessments, Reflections and “Exit Ticket” options: 
 
Teacher assessment on the quality of the final group presentation – does it successfully incorporate values and 
historical events in an engaging and respectful manner for kids? 

 Historical event is referenced and informative 

 Cultural values/beliefs are acknowledged/taught/intertwined/underlying 

 Culturally respectful 

 Engaging 

 Appropriate for youth 

 Meets time guidelines 

 Effective use of visuals 
 
Personal Reflection.  Students will write a half-page reflection on the purpose/objectives of this lesson – were 
they met.  Students will reflect on their individual and group work for this project - Pros/Cons/and room for 
improvement.  This reflection will also include a quantitative ‘grade’ and ‘points’ (on set scale) they would give 



themselves and their group.  If including “friendly competition” between groups, this would also be where 
they would rank the group presentations. 
 
Short Essay – Apply and Extend.  Students will respond to one of the following essay prompts: 

1)  How has learning and understanding the values of the Inupiat culture impacted your perspective 
on current issues facing the region (or past issues if needed for accommodations).  Explain, 
support, and give examples for your answer.  Compare and contrast perspectives – if they changed. 

2) What cultural values and beliefs do you think will be reflected in future oral histories on current 
issues in the region affecting this generation (i.e.: subsistence, whaling, land rights, climate change, 
changing economy – prices, jobs, PFD reduction, culture/language revitalization).  Will the Inupiat 
be resilient, why or why not?  Use  

 
Check and/or test vocabulary – add to a visual vocabulary notebook and class word wall.  Students use 1 sheet 
of paper to create a visual representation of a vocabulary word.  Also include their definition of the word, 
what it means to them, or how it applies in a situation.  Can include the official definition and synonym.  What 
they need to remember the word.  Examples of possible vocabulary words/events are:  Oral history, value, 
perspective, Inupiat, Nalukataq, Qargi, ANCSA, Project Chariot, bowhead whale, Ukpeagvik - place name for 
Barrow, etc. 
 
Group Research Google Doc.  Use this to assess student participation in the research process by giving a point 
value for completion or number of research items shared. 
 
Create an online quiz to assesses knowledge of historical events, values, and language in the region as well as 

vocabulary that aligns with local and state standards. Can be taken at any time throughout the lesson or at an 

allotted time. 

A Detailed look at Standards: 
History A:  A student should understand that history is a record of human experiences that links the past to 
the present and the future. 
 A.4)  understand that history relies on the interpretation of evidence 
 A.5)  understand that history is a narrative told in many voices and expresses various perspective of 

historical experience 
 A.6)  know that cultural elements, including language, literature, the arts, custom, and belief systems, 

reflect the ideas and attitudes of a specific time and know how the cultural elements influence human 
interaction 

 A.7)  understand that history is dynamic and composed of key turning points 
 A.8)  know that history is a bridge to understanding groups of people and an individual’s relationship to 

society 
 
History B:  A student should understand historical themes through factual knowledge of time, places, ideas, 
institutions, cultures, people, and events. 
 B.1.b)  human communities and their relationships with climate, subsistence base, resources, 

geography, and technology 
 B.1.c)  the origin and impact of ideologies, religions, and institutions upon human societies 
 B.5)  evaluate the influence of context upon historical understanding 
 
History C:  A student should develop the skills and processes of historical inquiry. 
 C.1)  use appropriate technology to access, retrieve, organize, and present historical information 
 *C.2)  use historical data from a variety of primary resources (if I can find these and link them) 



 C.4)  use historical perspective to solve problems, make decisions, and understand other traditions 
 
History D:  A student should be able to integrate historical knowledge with historical skill to effectively 
participate as a citizen and as a lifelong learner. 
 D.1)  understand that the student is important in history 
 D.3)  define a personal position on issues while understanding the historical aspects of the positions 

and roles assumed by others 
 
Cultural Curriculum Standard A:  A culturally-responsive curriculum reinforces the integrity of the cultural 
knowledge that students bring with them. 
 A.1)  recognizes that all knowledge is imbedded in a larger system of cultural beliefs, values and 

practices, each with its own integrity and interconnectedness 
 A.4)  respects and validates knowledge that has been derived from a variety of cultural traditions 
 
Cultural Curriculum Standard B:  A culturally-responsive curriculum recognizes cultural knowledge as part of a 
living and constantly adapting system that is grounded in the past, but continues to grow through the present 
and into the future. 
 B.1)  recognizes the contemporary validity of much of the traditional cultural knowledge, values and 

beliefs, and grounds students learning in the principles and practices associated with that knowledge 
 B.3)  incorporated the in-depth study of unique elements of contemporary life in Native communities 

in Alaska, such as the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, subsistence, sovereignty and self-
determination 

 
Cultural Curriculum Standard C:  A culturally-responsive curriculum uses the local language and cultural 
knowledge as a foundation for the rest of the curriculum 
 C.1)  utilizes the local language as a base from which to learn the deeper meaning of the local cultural 

knowledge, values, beliefs and practices 
 C.4)  views all community members as potential teachers and all events in the community as potential 

learning opportunities 
 C.7)  is sensitive to traditional cultural protocol, including role of spirituality, as it relates to appropriate 

uses of local knowledge. 
 
Cultural Curriculum Standard D:  A culturally-responsive curriculum fosters a complementary relationship 
across knowledge derived from diverse knowledge systems 
 
Geography E:  A student should understand and be able to evaluate how humans and physical environments 
interact. 

E.2)  recognize and assess local, regional, and global patterns of resource use 
E.4)  determine the influence of human perceptions on resource utilization and the environment 
E.5)  analyze the consequences of human modification of the environment and evaluate the changing 
landscape 

 
Geography F:  A student should be able to use geography to understand the world by interpreting the past, 
knowing the present, and preparing for the future 
 F.1)  analyze and evaluate the impact of physical and human geographical factors on major historical 

events 
 F.2)  compare, contrast, and predict how places and regions change with time 
 F.3)  analyze resource management practices to assess their impact on future environmental quality 


