
Comparing Raven Myths Across Southeast Alaska

How are cultural values reflected in stories? 

Unfortunately literature is often taught without context, 
regardless of where it comes from. Teachers tend to assume 
students understand the complexities of Elizabeth Bennet’s 
behavior toward Mr. Darcy, or how nobility was structured in the 
Italian houses like Montague and Capulet. Deciphering cultural 
values using context clues within the text is a crucial skill for 
students to learn, and utilizing the rich heritage of Alaska Native 
mythology is a great way to integrate culturally responsive 
learning in a classroom.  

In this lesson, students will build skills in interpreting literature 
and will come away with a better appreciation for Alaska Native 
mythology, especially as an oral tradition.   

Step 1: Show your class this video told by a group of Native 
Alaskan students as a class project. Stress to your students that 
though this is a myth, the golden spruce was very real, and they 
should treat these stories with respect.  

Step 2: Class Partners Up 

Partner 1 takes one minute to tell a story they heard as a child 
that might relay a value. Partner 2 only listens. Then switch.  

Call on a handful of students to relay their partner’s story and 
convey the value(s) they think it might convey.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzT9HFZAl34


Ex: “Bobby’s parents told him to eat his vegetables or his teeth 
would fall out. I think his parents valued healthy eating and good 
oral hygiene.”  

Step 3: Group Work  

Divide the classroom into four groups. Each group will receive 
either a Haida, Tlingit, Eyak, or Tsimshian myth about Raven 
stealing the sun--they should not be told they have variations of 
the same myth.  

In their groups they’ll read the story aloud and talk about what 
might be important details, and what might be cultural values.  

They will then create a short (2-3 minute) play where students 
who are not acting are taking turns being narrator. They can use 
items already located in the classroom as props. Any students 
who are not acting can be narrators.  

The teacher should circulate and encourage students to keep 
as many details as possible. 

Step 4: Class Discussion 

As soon as the first performance starts students will realize they 
were working with variations on the same myth--and because 
they’ve studied the text enough to create a play they’ll pick up 
on the differences right away, and begin to formulate ideas as to 
why these details might have been different/if they represent a 
value.  

http://mythfolklore.blogspot.com/2014/06/bna-raven-and-moon-woman.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=vlsSAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA4&lpg=PA4&dq=%22manuring+raven%22&source=bl&ots=hCMpoQ0N3U&sig=3YlKokg2Mm6mzxcwQpO8i-Wkuo0&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiX-ru85s3NAhVO5GMKHRM9AF8Q6AEIHDAA%22%20%5Cl%20%22v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.native-
http://www.native-languages.org/tsimshianstory.htm


The teacher can then present the classroom with a table such 
as this:  

Other questions to pose: 

Why might there be so many differences in a story that is 
essentially the same?  
Could what Raven transformed into have some significant 
cultural meaning?  
What can we surmise were some of the cultural values 
represented in these stories?  
Do we know what time and place we’re in without being told the 
context of the myths? 
 How can we apply the techniques we learned to more widely 
taught texts?  

Step 5: Assessment and Conclusion 

To finish students should write 100-200 words describing a 
small object of personal cultural importance they might turn into 
in order to be swallowed in the context of this myth.  
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